
A Perfect Mind 

Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, 
be thus minded: and if in any thing ye 
be otherwise minded, God shall reveal 
even this unto you. Nevertheless, 
whereto we have already attained, let us 
walk by the same rule, let us mind the      

same thing (Philippians 3:15-16) 

Paul had said he was not “already perfect”  

Philippians 3:12 Not as though I had already 
attained, either were already perfect: but I follow 
after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I 
am apprehended of Christ Jesus. 

“Perfect” here is the Greek verb teleioo.  
In :15 Paul its the adjective form teleios.  
The root of the word is the same. 
This particular usage is significant. 
In :12 we have the past perfect tense of teleioo. 
Meaning “not having been perfected”. 
God had not brought him to perfection yet. 
The adjective form, teleios refers to maturity,  
A Christian might be mature in faith without perfection. 
Meaning that they can get things wrong. 



They can believe in the wrong things. 
Go off on a tangent. 
Or “be otherwise minded”. 
But being mature they get right with God. 
“God shall reveal even this to you”. 
The aim and focus is higher than reputations. 

Philippians 3:14 I press toward the mark for the 
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 

This is the essential ingredient to Christian living. 

Philippians 3:13 Brethren, I count not myself to 
have apprehended: but this one thing I do, 
forgetting those things which are behind, and 
reaching forth unto those things which are before. 

Two things are needed to have a perfect mind. 
1. Walk by the same rule. 
2. Mind the same thing. 
“Walk” is only used five times in NT with this Gk word. 
Marching in rank like soldiers. 
Following a prescribed order. 
Walk by faith like Abraham did. 

Romans 4:12 Walk in the steps of that faith of our 
father Abraham. 



Walk in the Holy Spirit. 

Galatians 5:25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also 
walk in the Spirit. 

We are exhorted to “mind” the same thing.  
Our focus on that one thing that is most important. 
Seeking the Kingdom first.  

Matthew 6:33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, 
and his righteousness; and all these things shall 
be added unto you. 

Looking to Jesus. 

Hebrews 12:2 Looking unto Jesus the author and 
finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set 
before him endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and is set down at the right hand of the 
throne of God. 

Aiming our affections above. 

Colossians 3:2 Set your affection on things above, 
not on things on the earth. 

Having the end in sight. 



Titus 2:13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the 
glorious appearing of the great God and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ; 

These clear commands must be in our hearts.  
For a perfect mind.


